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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Huth et al. (U.S. Patent 5.434.752). 

As to claim 1 . Huth et al. teach the steps of: 
a housing (Fig. 1, 12); 

a persistent memory for storing data (col. 4, lines 56-58) associated with a 
system having a backplane (Fig. 1, backplane 18); and 

a module connector for coupling to and removal from the backplane connector 
(col. 4, lines 22-25), the module connector and the housing defining an enclosure 
surrounding the persistent memory, the module connector electrically connecting the 
persistent memory to the backplane connector (col. 4, lines 18-61). 

As to claim 2. Huth et al. teaches the housing has an outer surface, (Fig. 1), and 
a ridged portion for grasping the system identification when coupled or removed from 
the backplane connector (col. 5, lines 16-30). 
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As to claim 3, Huth et al. teaches a shelf processor controlling the programming 
of the memory and the reading of data from the memory (col. 4, line 45 through col. 5, 
line 2). 

As to claim 8, Huth et al. teaches address information, data and power are 
transmitted to the memory over a single input pin (col. 4, lines 18-61). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Huth 
et al. (U.S. Patent 5,434,752) in view of Kaiser et al. (US Patent 4,742,475). 

As to claims 4-6, Huth et al. does not teach the persistent memory device is a 2- 
pin erasable programmable read-only memory device. 

Kaiser et al. teaches the memory device is a 2-pin erasable programmable read- 
only memory device (col. 15, lines 23-39). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Kaiser into the teachings of Huth for 
the purpose of having a more efficient system and unable to change the contents of the 
PROM. 
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5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Huth et 
al. (U.S. Patent 5,434,752). 

As to claim 7, Huth et al. does not teach a partitioned memory configured to 
receive data according predefined data fields. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that memory are configured 
into partitioned for best stored and retrieval of data. 

6. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Huth et al. (U.S. Patent 5,434,752) in view of Cloutier et al. (US Patent 6,920,527). 

As to claims 9-10, Huth et al. does not teach the module connector comprises an 
RS-232 serial connector. 

Cloutier et al. teaches teach the module connector comprises a serial connector 
(col. 2, lines 34-50), and It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
that serial connector is RS-232. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Cloutier into the teachings of Huth in 
order to have a more efficient and better system. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claim 11 is allowed. 

As to claim 1 1 , prior arts of record fail to teach, or render obvious, alone or in 
combination a communications shelf comprising: a backplane having a backplane 
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connector; a plurality of communications cards in communication with each other 
through the backplane; and a system Identification module coupled to the backplane 
through the backplane connector, the system identification module comprising: a 
housing; a persistent memory for storing system specific data associated with the 
communications shelf; and a module connector for coupling to and removal from the 
backplane connector, the module connector and the housing defining an enclosure 
surrounding the persistent memory, the module connector electrically connecting the 
persistent memory to the backplane connector. 



Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Andrews (US Patent 5,91 1 ,121) teaches method and apparatus for automatically 
configuring a control program for a mobile radio communication device. 

Ehara (US Patent 5,414,753) teaches number assignment module setting system 
for portable telephone set. 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quynh H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7489. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 6:30 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on 571-272-7488. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Quynh H. Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



